— HOUSE RESEARCH
Bill Summary —

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 2000 DATE: March 12, 2012
Version:  As introduced

Authors:  Johnson and Slocum
Subject:  Court security fee
Analyst:  Rebecca Pirius, 651-296-5044
This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 651-296-6753

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance. Summaries are
also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd.

Overview

This bill authorizes a county board to establish a court security fee, not to exceed $15, to
be collected in civil and criminal matters in district court. (The process is similar to law
library fees.) For criminal cases, the fee would be imposed only once per case and must
be imposed whether the sentence is imposed or stayed. If a person is convicted of a petty
misdemeanor for which no fine is imposed or a fine is paid without a court appearance,
no fee may be imposed.

The court security fee is paid to the county treasurer or auditor and may be disbursed at
the direction of the county board. The bill outlines the purposes for which the funds may
be used, including purchasing, repairing, upgrading, and maintaining security equipment,
systems, and devices and related personnel and training expenses. Funds may not be used
to supplant existing budgets for bailiffs or court facility operating expenses.
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