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Overview 

This bill changes textbook notification requirements for the Minnesota State Colleges and 

Universities (MnSCU) by requiring earlier notice to bookstores and students, and 

requiring information on custom textbooks. It also establishes a MnSCU task force to 

study the effectiveness of existing textbook laws on affordability and to examine 

alternative textbook formats and delivery methods. 

1         Bookstores; course materials. Technical change to cross references. 

2         Course schedule and material list. Requires MnSCU institutions to compile course schedules with 

all course materials required and recommended for each course. The course schedule must include, to 

the extent practicable, information now required of bookstores as amended in section 3. Course 

schedule information must be available on the Web and in a hard copy. 

3         Notice to purchase. Makes notification to the campus bookstore of selected course material 

mandatory for MnSCU academic departments or instructors. Also requires the notice to be provided 

to the bookstore 45 days, instead of 30 days, before the start of the term in which the selected 

material will be used. Clarifies information that bookstores must provide to students and requires 

information on custom textbooks which are defined. Increases the time required for bookstores to 

notify students from 15 to 30 days before the start of the term.  

4         Minnesota State Colleges and Universities textbook task force. Requires the MnSCU board of 

trustees to establish a task force to evaluate the effectiveness of existing laws on the cost of 

textbooks. The task force must also evaluate alternative textbook delivery methods of textbook 

material, including e-books, to provide textbook cost savings. Specifies the groups that must be 

represented on the task force. Requires a report to the legislature with recommendations by January 

15, 2013. 

  


