
 

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building 
 R:\HRD_Summ\2013\0034 EricksonS.ll.docx  Last printed 2/6/2013 9:40:00 AM 

   HOUSE RESEARCH  

    Bill Summary 
FILE NUMBER: H.F. 34 DATE: February 5, 2013 

 Version: As introduced 

   

 Authors: Erickson, S. 

 Subject: Requiring persons to pass the basic skills examination before enrolling in a 

teacher preparation program 

 Analyst: Lisa Larson, 651-296-8035  

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd/. 

 

 

Overview 

The 2012 legislature amended the laws governing teacher preparation programs 

by requiring teacher candidates to pass a basic skills exam before receiving an 

initial teaching license.  Previously, the Minnesota Board of Teaching had the 

option of issuing up to three temporary one-year teaching licenses to new teachers 

who failed the basic skills exam so they might have additional time to take and 

pass the exam.  This bill proposes to require persons, beginning January 1, 2015, 

to pass the basic skills exam before they enroll in a teacher preparation program. 

Section   

1  License and rules.  Directs the Board of Teaching to adopt rules requiring persons, 

beginning January 1, 2015, to pass a basic skills exam before enrolling in a teacher 

preparation program. 

2  Teacher and support personnel qualifications.  Directs the Board of Teaching to require 

persons entering a teacher preparation program before January 1, 2015, to pass a basic skills 

exam before being granted an initial teaching license.  Requires persons entering a teacher 

preparation program beginning January 1, 2015, who are interested in becoming a licensed 

pre-K, elementary, secondary, or special education teacher to pass a basic skills exam before 

being admitted to the program. 

 


