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Overview 

This bill requires the health-related licensing boards and the Emergency Medical 

Services Regulatory Board to participate in the Health Professionals Services 

Program (HPSP) established in this chapter.  Transfers administrative authority 

over the HPSP to the commissioner of administration, but retains programming 

authority with the HPSP Committee and advisory council.  Requires health boards 

and the commissioner of health to temporarily suspend the credential of a 

regulated person when the board or commissioner has probable cause to believe 

that continued practice by the person presents an imminent risk of harm.  Adds 

that failure to complete the HPSP is grounds for disciplinary action. 

Section   

1  Program required.  Amends § 214.29.  Requires each health board, including the EMSRB, 

to contract with the health professionals services program for a diversion program for 

regulated professionals who are unable to practice safely due to illness, use of alcohol, drugs, 

chemicals, or as a result of any mental, physical, or psychological condition. 

2  Authority.  Amends § 214.31.  Instructs the HPSP to contract with the health-related 

licensing boards to conduct the diversion program. 

3  Program operations and responsibilities.  Amends § 214.32. 

     Subd. 1.  Management.  Paragraph (a) establishes the HPSP Committee to be 

composed of no fewer than three or more than six executive directors of health-related 

licensing boards, and two members of the advisory committee.  Requires the 

committee to set the pro rata share of administrative costs and program expenses to be 
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borne by each board, set the program budget, and ensure the program is meeting its 

statutory charge.  Requires the committee to establish uniform criteria governing 

termination and discharge from the HPSP. 

Paragraph (b) transfers authority for administration of the HPSP to the commissioner 

of administration.   

Paragraph (c) authorizes the commissioner of administration to hire HPSP staff and 

pay program expenses. 

Paragraph (d) establishes the advisory committee to the program committee. 

Membership is composed of one representative from each professional association 

whose members are eligible for the HPSP, and two public members. 

     Subd. 2.  Services.  No changes made. 

     Subd. 3.  Participant costs.  No changes made. 

     Subd. 4.  Eligibility.  Allows a person who has been terminated from the program 

for noncompliance to be re-referred to the program by a participating board or the 

commissioner of health.  Strikes the prohibition against individuals in the HIV, HBV, 

and HCV Prevention Program from participating in the HPSP. 

     Subd. 5.  Completion; voluntary termination; discharge.  Allows a person to 

voluntarily terminate participation in the HPSP.  The program manager is required to 

report this termination to the person’s regulating board.    

4  Duties of a health related licensing board.  Paragraph (a) requires health-related licensing 

boards upon receipt of notice that a regulated person has been discharged from the HPSP due 

to noncompliance or voluntarily withdrawal to temporarily suspend the credential of 

regulated person when the board or commissioner has probable cause to believe that 

continued practice by the regulated person presents an imminent risk of harm. 

Paragraph (b) provides that the suspension shall remain in effect until the licensing board 

completes an investigation and issues a final order after a hearing. 

Paragraph (c) requires the board to schedule a hearing when it issues the suspension notice.  

Requires that the regulated person have at least 20 days notice of any hearing; requires the 

hearing to be scheduled no later than 60 days after issuance of the suspension order. 

5  Program manager.  Amends § 214.33, subd. 3.  In addition to other required reports to the 

boards, the program manager must report to the appropriate board when an HPSP participant 

has caused identifiable patient harm, substituted or adulterated medications; written a 

prescription in the name of a person or veterinary patient for personal use, or should be 

monitored by the provisions of sections 214.17 to 214.25. 
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6  Grounds for disciplinary action.  Creates § 214.355.  Requires the boards to consider it 

grounds for disciplinary action with a regulated person violates the terms of the HPSP 

participation agreement or leaves the program without fulfilling the terms for successful 

program completion. 

7  Temporary license suspension; imminent risk of harm.  Creates § 214.077.  Paragraph (a) 

requires health-related licensing boards and the commissioner of health, upon receipt of a 

complaint, to temporarily suspend the credential of regulated person when the board or 

commissioner has probable cause to believe that continued practice by the regulated person 

presents an imminent risk of harm. 

Paragraph (b) provides that the suspension shall remain in effect until the licensing board or 

commissioner completes an investigation and issues a final order after a hearing. 

Paragraph (c) requires the board or the commissioner to schedule a hearing when it issues the 

suspension notice.  Requires that the regulated person have at least 20 days notice of any 

hearing; requires the hearing to be scheduled no later than 60 days after issuance of the 

suspension order. 

8  Revisor’s instruction.  Instructs the revisor to remove cross-references to the section 

repealed in section 9 and make technical changes required. 

9  Repealer.  Repeals §§ 214.28 (allowing the boards to contract with a provider for a diversion 

program); 214.36 (allowing each board to participate or withdraw from the HPSP); and 

214.37 (rulemaking authority related to the HPSP). 

10  Effective date.  Makes sections 1 to 9 effective July 1, 2014. 

 


