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Overview

The 2013 Legislature substantially expanded and codified Minnesota’s Early
Learning Scholarship Program. The program provides scholarships for early
learning opportunities to lower income families with children aged three to five.
For the current year, the scholarship is limited to not more than $5,000 per
eligible child. For later years, the maximum scholarship amount is set by the
commissioner of education based on a market rate survey. The scholarships may
be used at a qualifying private or public early learning program.

MDE divides the annual appropriation among economic development regions
based on the region’s levels of poverty, number of schools identified as “priority
schools” under the state’s accountability system, and number of current
scholarship recipients.

MDE has developed two pathways for scholarships. Pathway I scholarships are
awarded directly to eligible recipients. Pathway Il scholarships are awarded to
eligible recipients through qualifying four-star rated programs.

The base budget for this program is $27.884 million per year.

Section
1 Appropriations; early learning scholarships. Appropriates an unspecified amount in
excess of the base budget from the general fund to the commissioner of education for early
learning scholarships.
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