
 

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building 
 R:\HRD_Summ\2016\3048e3 Zerwas.ek.docx  Last printed 4/7/2016 9:03:00 AM 

   HOUSE RESEARCH  

    Bill Summary 
FILE NUMBER: H.F. 3048 DATE: April 6, 2016 

 Version: Third engrossment 

   

 Authors: Zerwas and others 

 Subject: Hospice services provided to children diagnosed with a life-threatening illness 

 Analyst: Elisabeth Klarqvist  

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd/. 

 

 

Overview 

This bill amends or adds definitions in statutes licensing hospice providers to 

allow individuals age 21 or younger who have been diagnosed with a life-

threatening illness contributing to a shortened life expectancy, to receive care or 

services from a hospice provider. 

Section   

1  Hospice provider. Amends section 144A.75, subd. 5. Removes a reference to “terminally 

ill” from the definition of “hospice provider” to conform with changes made to the definition 

of “hospice patient” in section 2. 

2  Hospice patient. Amends section 144A.75, subd. 6. Expands the definition of “hospice 

patient” to include an individual who is age 21 or younger and has been diagnosed with a 

life-threatening illness contributing to a shortened life expectancy. Adding these patients to 

the definition allows them to receive services from a hospice provider. 

3  Hospice services; hospice care. Amends section 144A.75, subd. 8. Amends the definition of 

“hospice services” or “hospice care” to conform with changes made to the definition of 

“hospice patient” in section 2. 

4  Residential hospice facility. Amends section 144A.75, subd. 13. Amends the definition of 

“residential hospice facility” to clarify that the facility resembles a single-family home that 

has been modified to address life safety, accessibility, and care needs. 

5  Respite care. Adds subd. 13a to section 144A.75.  Adds a definition of “respite care.” This 

definition is similar to the definition of respite care found in hospice services rules at 
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Minnesota Rules, part 4664.0020, subpart 5, except the definition in this bill includes a 

reference to residential hospice facility. 

6  Appropriation.  Appropriates $5,000 in fiscal year 2017 from the state government special 

revenue fund to the commissioner of health for licensure of hospice providers that care for 

patients 21 years of age or younger who are diagnosed with a life-threating illness 

contributing to a shortened life expectancy. 

 


