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Overview 

Establishes when school board member vacancies can be filled by board 

appointment or by special election. Allows school boards to fill short-term 

vacancies by appointment rather than by more costly special elections. 

Section   

1  Appointments to fill vacancies; special elections. (a) Requires all school board vacancies, 

except those arising when a school board member is removed for cause or is ill or absent, to 

be filled, subject to a recorded board resolution, by a board appointment at a regular or 

special board meeting.  Causes the person’s appointment to the board to continue until an 

election is held.  Requires all such elections to be for the unexpired term of the vacating 

member.   

Requires a special election to be held along with a school board general election if the board 

vacancy occurs 21 or more days before the first day to file an affidavit of candidacy for the 

next school district general election and more than two years remain in the vacating 

member’s term.  Directs the person appointed to fill the vacancy to continue to serve on the 

board until the special election is held and a successor is elected and qualified to fill the 

unexpired part of the vacating member’s term.   

Precludes holding a special election and directs the person appointed to fill the vacancy to 

continue to serve the remainder of the unexpired term of the vacating board member, and 

until a successor is elected and qualified, if the vacancy occurs fewer than 21 days before the 

first day to file an affidavit of candidacy for the next school district general election or less 

than two years remain in the vacating member’s term.   
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(b) Requires board vacancies occurring when a board member is removed for cause to be 

filled consistent with the requirements in paragraph (a) except that a special election must be 

held to fill the vacancy if more than one year remains of the unexpired term. 

2  Repealer. Repeals Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.095, governing elections and 

appointments for school board member vacancies, and Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.09, 

subdivision 5a, referring to the repealed section on school board member vacancies. 

3  Effective date. Makes sections 1 and 2 effective immediately. 

 


