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Overview

The Collaborative Urban Educator (CUE) program currently funds four teacher
training programs designed to expand the diversity of Minnesota’s teacher workforce.
Each grant recipient currently receives an annual grant of $195,000 per year. The
named grant recipients are the Southeast Asian teacher program at Concordia
University, the Collaborative Urban Educator program at St. Thomas, the Center of
Excellence in Urban Teaching program at Hamline University, and the East African
Student to Teacher (EAST) program at Augsburg College.

This bill increases the annual funding for fiscal year 2017 and later from $780,000
per year to $5,000,000 per year and changes the program from a grant program that
names four specific programs to an open grant program administered by the
commissioner of education. The commissioner is given authority to determine the
amount of each grant and number of grant recipients, provided that the commissioner
awards at least 50 percent of the grants to programs for nonconventional and
alternative teacher preparation programs. Requires the commissioner to prioritize
grants to programs that strengthen racial and ethnic diversity and to programs that
address teacher shortage areas. The bill also requires each grant recipient to annually
report on its program’s effectiveness and include detailed demographic information
on its program participants.

Section
1 Collaborative Urban Educator; appropriation. Increases the appropriation for the
Collaborative Urban Educator (CUE) program from $780,000 to $5,000,000 per year for
fiscal year 2017 and later. Eliminates the designation of recipients from the law and
authorizes the commissioner of education to make grants of any amount to qualifying
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Section

applicants. Requires that at least 50 percent of the grants be awarded to nonconventional or
alternative teacher preparation programs. Requires each grant recipient to annually report on
the program’s effectiveness and provide detailed demographic information on the persons
served by the program.
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