. HOUSE RESEARCH
Bill Summary —

FILE NUMBER: H.F.555 DATE: February 25, 2015
Version: As introduced

Authors: Backer and others
Subject: Lakes Country Service Cooperative Grant for Science and Technology Education
Analyst:  Tim Strom
This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 651-296-6753

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance. Summaries are
also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd/.

Overview

Minnesota has nine Service Cooperatives (formerly named Education Cooperative
Service Units or ECSUs) which are statutorily defined joint powers organizations.
Each of the nine Service Cooperatives offers a slightly different set of services to
their member districts. These services include, among many other things,
cooperative purchasing, special education services, career and technical services,
health insurance and benefits assistance, online courses, health and safety
environmental services, and professional development activities.

This bill appropriates $570,000 to the Lakes Country Service Cooperative for a
rural science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) experiential
learning pilot project.

Section
1 Appropriation; rural science, technology, engineering, and mathematics experiential
learning pilot project. Appropriates $570,000 in fiscal year 2016 on a onetime basis from
the general fund to the Department of Education for a grant to the Lakes County Service
Cooperative to expand career and technical education and science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) coursework to students.
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