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Overview
This is the 2016 omnibus agriculture policy bill.

Section

1 Pesticide application on golf courses. Eliminates language requiring a licensed commercial
or noncommercial applicator to have the appropriate use certification before applying
pesticide to a golf course.

2 Violations; prohibited acts. Eliminates MDA’s ability to assess a fee when reinspecting a
licensed food handler who violated certain food laws when the reinspection is required after
an administrative meeting between MDA and the food handler.

3 Food; tolerances for added poisonous ingredients. Corrects cross-references to food laws
that were consolidated and modified in the 2012 omnibus agriculture policy bill.

4 Organic agriculture; commissioner’s duties. Extends the existence of the Minnesota
Organic Advisory Task Force by three years, to June 30, 2019. Directs MDA to demonstrate
on-farm organic agriculture practices with other research and education institutions in
addition to the University of Minnesota. Requires MDA to work closely with agricultural
producer organizations and appropriate agencies to identify organic opportunities and needs
and avoid duplication of state agency efforts. Eliminates a requirement that MDA work with
the Minnesota Trade Office in the Department of Employment and Economic Development.

5 Agriculture research, education, extension, and technology transfer grant program.
Provides that MDA is to award any AGREET dollars allocated for agriculture research,
extension, and technology transfer to the University of Minnesota for use by any of the listed
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university units. Requires MDA and a representative of the University of Minnesota’s
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) to consult the
advisory panel when awarding grants and removes the CFANS representative from the panel.
Provides that advisory panel members representing specific named organizations are to be
appointed by their organization, not MDA. Eliminates the Minnesota Agricultural Fertilizer
Research and Education Council from the list of eligible research grant recipients.

Effective date: This section is effective the day following final enactment.

6 Solar site management. Allows the owner of a ground-mounted solar energy generating
site with the capacity to generate more than 40 kilowatts to claim that the site benefits
gamebirds, songbirds, and pollinators only if the site adheres to specific guidance or
standards provided by the Board of Water and Soil Resources.

7 Expiration. Extends the Farmer-Lender Mediation Act for two years, to June 30, 2018.
Effective date: This section is effective the day following final enactment.

8 Agriculture, bioenergy, and bioproduct advancement. Requires MDA to transfer dollars
appropriated last session for agricultural rapid response under the AGREET program to the
University of Minnesota’s Agricultural Experiment Station. Requires MDA to transfer any
remaining grant funds each year to the University of Minnesota for agricultural research,
extension, and technology transfer. Extends into fiscal year 2017 the availability of dollars
appropriated for AGREET in fiscal year 2016. Authorizes a similar extension of an
appropriation for grants to food hubs and other alternative community-based food
distribution systems.

Effective date: This section is effective the day following final enactment.

9 Farmer-lender mediation task force. Requires MDA to convene a task force that will
provide recommendations to the legislature by February 1, 2017. Task force membership is
provided.

10 Farm safety initiative. Requires MDA to report to the legislature by February 1, 2017,

regarding specified farm safety topics. Requires MDA to compile an inventory of existing
farm safety programs and resources by October 1, 2016. Requires MDA to promote this
inventory to farm operators.

11 Repealer. Repeals a 2015 law that would have extended the Farmer-Lender Mediation Act
by one year if the legislature did not meet in regular session during calendar year 2016.

Effective date: This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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