
 

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building 
 R:\HRD_Summ\2017\0022 Smith.mm.docx  Last printed 1/25/2017 4:17:00 PM 

 
 File Number: H.F. 22 Date: January 25, 2017 

 Version: As introduced 

   

 Authors: Smith 

 Subject: Reporting requirement exemption for revocable trusts for family farms  

 Analyst: Mary Mullen  

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd/. 

 

 

Overview 

The Minnesota Corporate Farm Law requires reporting to the commissioner of 

agriculture to gain an exemption to operate as a family farm corporation, family 

farm LLC, family farm partnership, or family farm trust. Failing to file a report 

can result in a civil penalty of $500 and is a gross misdemeanor.  

This bill provides an exemption for revocable trusts created by the farmer when 

the farmer is also the beneficiary of the trust for so long as the trust is revocable.   

These trusts are created for estate planning purposes, and not as part of a new 

business operation or to create a corporate farming structure.  

Section   

1  Reports.  Creates a new exemption for the trustee of a revocable trust so that the trustee does 

not have to file the required report to the commissioner asking for an exemption to operate as 

a family farm trust when:  

(1) the trust was created by the farmer or the farmer’s spouse; 

(2) the trust is revocable; and 

(3) the farmer and farmer’s spouse are the primary beneficiary.  

 


