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Overview

A school district or charter school serving students who are not fluent in English
is eligible for English Learner (EL) revenue. EL revenue is a component of
general education revenue. Approximately 73,000 Minnesota students are
English Language Learners.

English Language Learner programs include bilingual programs and English-as-a-
second-language (ESL) programs. Bilingual education programs provide
curriculum instruction to students in both their native language and English. ESL
programs teach students to read, write, listen, and speak in English.

EL revenue is estimated at about $57 million for fiscal year 2019. There are two
parts to the English Learner Revenue programs: basic EL revenue equals $704
times the district’s EL students; and EL concentration revenue equals $250 times
the lesser of 1 or the percentage of EL students in the school district to 11.5
percent.

H.F. 3180 increases the EL concentration allowance to $500 per student, and
doubles the maximum concentration factor to 23 percent of total students,
directing additional revenue to schools serving more than 11.5 percent EL
students.
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1 English learner pupil units. Increases the maximum English Learner (EL) concentration
factor for EL students from 11.5 percent to 23 percent of the total enrolled students.
2 Basic skills revenue. Increases the English Learner concentration revenue allowance from
$250 per EL student to $500 per EL student.
3 Appropriations. Increases the general education aid appropriation in fiscal year 2019 by an
unspecified amount to pay for the additional EL revenue.
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