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This bill amends the statute abolishing common law crimes to limit the amelioration doctrine. The 

amelioration doctrine arises from common law. Under the doctrine, an act mitigating or otherwise 

reducing the punishment for an offense applies to all cases that were not final at the time the new law 

took effect, even if the offense took place earlier. 

The Minnesota Supreme Court recently applied the doctrine in State v. Kirby.  There, the defendant 

committed a first-degree offense for possessing methamphetamine. He appealed his sentence and, while 

the case was on appeal, the Drug Sentencing Reform Act went into effect. Under that law, the defendant 

would have received a shorter sentence. The supreme court concluded that the defendant was entitled to 

resentencing under the new guidelines. 

This bill amends the statute abolishing common law crimes to clarify that the common law doctrine 

known as amelioration does not apply unless a statute specifically states otherwise. 


