
Bill Summary 

H.F. 3004 
As amended by H3004DE1 

 Subject Sales tax on prewritten computer software accessed on the “cloud” 

 Authors Noor 

 Analyst Pat Dalton 

 Date March 11, 2020 

Summary 

Expands the definition of taxable prewritten computer software to include charges to access 
prewritten computer software when the software itself is maintained by the seller or a third 
party. Effective for sales and purchases made after June 30, 2020. 

Background: Prewritten (canned) computer software has long been subject to the state sales 
tax, whether transferred or delivered as tangible property or “…electronically, by load or leave, 
or otherwise.”  The statute defines “delivered electronically” for computer software as 
“delivered to the purchaser by means other than tangible storage media”; it does not address 
the issue of accessing the software electronically without a transfer of the product. 

In 2013 the state began taxing digital goods such as music, videos, and games transferred or 
delivered electronically. The new statute for digital goods explicitly stated that “transferred 
electronically” did not require physical transfer of the product, but included sales where the 
purchaser had access to the digital good.  This definition does not apply to prewritten computer 
software since it is not defined as a “digital good.”   

 

Minnesota House Research Department provides nonpartisan legislative, legal, and information services to the Minnesota 
House of Representatives. This document can be made available in alternative formats. 

www.house.mn/hrd | 651-296-6753 | 600 State Office Building | St. Paul, MN 55155 


