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Overview

This bill amends the Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child
Welfare Disproportionality Act (MAAFPCDWA), which was passed in 2024 and is
effective statewide on January 1, 2027.

The bill delays the statewide effective date by one year, to January 1, 2028, and
makes conforming and technical changes. The bill also modifies what is required
for “active efforts”; requires the commissioner of children, youth, and families to
determine the children that fall under MAAFPCDWA every three years; modifies
placement requirements; creates a rebuttable presumption related to synthetic
opioids, for emergency removal; provides an exception to preferences for relative
placement and transfer of permanent legal and physical custody when a child’s
adoption is in process or being finalized; removes the allowance for a child who is
ten years of age or older to petition for the reestablishment of the legal parent
and child relationship; and repeals the session law establishing the child welfare
compliance and feedback portal.

Summary

Section Description

1

Duties.

Amends § 257.0762, subd. 1. Adds the citation for MAAFPCDWA to the statute
governing the ombudspersons for families.

Active efforts.

Amends § 260.63, subd. 2. Modifies the definition of “active efforts” in MAAFPCDWA
to specify that active efforts to reunify a child with the child’s family are only
required if reunification is in the child’s best interests, and if the child’s family is
making active efforts to engage with activities necessary to create a safe home.
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Section Description

3 Disproportionately represented child.

Amends § 260.63, subd. 10. Modifies the definition of “disproportionately
represented child” in MAAFPCDWA to require the commissioner of children, youth,
and families to determine the children that fall under this definition every three
years, beginning January 1, 2028.

4 Active efforts.

Amends § 260.64, subd. 1. Specifies that active efforts to reunify a child with the
child’s family are only required if reunification is in the child’s best interests, and if
the child’s family is making active efforts to engage with activities necessary to create
a safe home.

Paragraph (b) requires the responsible social services agency to continue active
efforts based on a child’s self-identification, even if that identification changes.

Paragraph (c) requires the responsible social services agency to make reasonable
efforts to communicate with the child’s family and caregivers prior to and during
reunification, and to allow for a transition period when reunifying a child with the
child’s family.

5 Noncustodial parents; relative and community placement.
Amends § 260.65. Adds paragraph (d), requiring the responsible social services
agency to consider foster care placement with individuals in a child’s existing

community, if a relative or noncustodial parent is not willing or able to care for the
child.

6 Emergency removal or placement permitted.

Amends § 260.66, subd. 1. Establishes a rebuttable presumption that a child is at risk
of imminent physical damage or harm, for purposes of emergency removal of a child
under MAAFPCDWA, if synthetic opioids are present in the child’s home without a
valid prescription.

7 Preference for permanency placement with relative.

Amends § 260.67. Provides an exception to the preference under MAAFPCDWA for
relative placement and a transfer of permanent legal and physical custody rather
than adoption. The exception specifies that the preferences do not apply if a child is
under the guardianship of the commissioner and an adoption is being finalized.

8 Petition.

Amends § 260C.329, subd. 3. Removes clause allowing a child who is ten years of age
or older to petition for the reestablishment of the legal parent and child relationship.
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9to 19, Effective date.

21,22

20

23

24

25

26

Amends session law effective dates so that the provisions of MAAFPCDWA become
effective January 1, 2028, instead of January 1, 2027.

Direction to commissioner of human services; disaggregate data.

Amends Laws 2024, ch. 117, section 16. Delays the date by which the commissioner
must begin disaggregating child welfare data by one year, until January 1, 2028.

Direction to commissioner; compliance system review development.

Amends Laws 2024, ch. 117, section 19. Delays the date by which the commissioner
must develop a system to review county compliance with MAAFPCDWA and provide
a report, by one year, until January 1, 2027.

Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare
Disproportionality Act; Phase-in Program.

Amends Laws 2024, ch. 117, section 20. Delays the expiration of the phase-in
program by one year, to January 1, 2028.

Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare
Disproportionality Act; Working Group.

Amends Laws 2024, ch. 117, section 21. Delays the due date for the working group
implementation plan and best practices by one year, to September 1, 2027.

Repealer.

Repeals Laws 2024, ch. 117, section 17 (child welfare compliance and feedback
portal).
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